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ORDER FOR WORSHIP OF THE LIVING GOD
3¢ Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025

* Please stand as you are able Congregational responses are in bold

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

WORDS OF WELCOME Chuck Cumella

PRELUDE "O Come, O Come Emmanuel” by Matt Maher
Vocalists: Edmond Murphy & Sharon Thomas
Keyboardist: Cindy Dwyer

CALL TO WORSHIP

Our help is in the name of the Lord who made Heaven and Earth.
Amen.

A shoot shall come out of the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots.

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the Spirit of Wisdom and
Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and
the fear of the Lord.

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

The calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead
them.

Peace to you this day from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
All: Amen!

*HYMN “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” # 104



THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE The Trautweiler Family

Three candles are now lit, and our path is brighter as we serve God with Joyful
hearts, minds and souls.

Three candles are now lit, and they remind us of the Triune God, Creator,
Redeemer and Spirit, who sustains us in our darkest times.

Three candles are now lit, and the glow is brighter, the darkness fades. Where
there has been sorrow, let us rejoice, for God is with us!

ALL: On this third Sunday of Advent, help us to shed our burdens, put aide
our fears and surrender our worries so that we might live in Peace, trust in
Hope and share the Joy. Amen.

*HYMN OF RESPONSE  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs. 6
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Pastor Jack

CALL TO CONFESSION Chuck Cumella
On this Third Sunday of Advent, we are beginning to realize, once again, that
we cannot do everything. God stands ready to remind us of the essential things
concerning his gift of forgiveness, let us reclaim that gift so that the coming days
may truly be Holy Days. Let us pray together.

We begin with a moment of silence for personal confession)



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of all time, you go before us in life, always leading us into the future

where you are always with us.

We confess that we have often lost faith in your word, we have ignored your
abundant gifts of joy, healing and justice in this life; and we have failed to
believe the promise of your ultimate joy, healing and justice in the life to
come.

Forgive us for our inattention to the signs of your love which surround us, and
our apathy toward those who need our love this day.

Help us O God, to walk joyously in the paths where you lead us, for the sake
of Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Pastor Jack

In Jesus Christ, we are a new creation. There is nothing we have done, nothing
we could ever do, that can separate us from the love of God shown to us in
Christ.

Know that you are forgiven by the God who has become human and that will
give you the courage to joyfully forgive one another.

Amen.

PASSING OF GOD’S JOY

Joy is the gift of Christ to us in this season, and every season. Our Joy is never
just ours, just as Christ has brought it to us, let us share it with one another.

May the Joy of Christ be with you all.
And also with you!



* RESPONSE TO GRACE "Glory to God” # 583
Glory to God, glory to God,
glory in the highest!
Glory to God, glory to God,
Alleluia, Alleluia!

THE WORD

* PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Chuck Cumella

God of wisdom, open our hearts, by the inspiration of your Spirit so that we may
hear and understand. Give us open minds that may be transformed by the
renewing grace of your word and the example of your Son. Give us open eyes,
so that we may joyfully see all that you are doing in the world and in our lives.
Amen.

1st SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 35:1-10 Pew Bible p. 615

ANTHEM “Light of the World (O Jesus Come)” by Lauren Daigle
Vocalists: Sharon Thomas & Edmond Murphy
Keyboardist: Cindy Dwyer

2nd SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 11:2-11 Rev. Jack Cherry

Pew Bible p. 844
The Words of Holy Scripture for the people of God;
Thanks be to God. Amen.

MESSAGE “An Advent of Joy”

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #121vs.1,2,4



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

MOMENT FOR GRATITUDE

Let us take a moment to silently thank God for the blessings in our lives,
acknowledging all we have received through His grace.

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD

OFFERTORY “Make Room” by Mark Hall & Matt Maher
Vocalists: Edmond Murphy & Sharon Thomas
Keyboardist: Cindy Dwyer

DOXLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” # 609
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

Praise God, all creatures high and low.
Alleluia, Alleluia!

Praise God, in Jesus fully known:
Creator, Word, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!



* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

With these gifts, dear God, accept the praise and thanksgiving of our hearts.
Use these resources so that other can rejoice in your goodness and love as
revealed to the world through Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen.

RETURNING TO THE WORLD IN GOD’S NAME

CONNECTING OUR FAITH TO THE ACTIONS OF OUR CHURCH

*HYMN “Joy to the World” #266vs. 1,24

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION

Go forth to rejoice in the Lord, for God is very near;
We will let our joy in life be known, in dark nights and bright days alike!

May God's peace guard your hearts and minds and may the Joy of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you, each and all, today and forever.

Amen and Amen.

POSTLUDE “Messiah” by Francesca Battistelli
Vocalists: Sharon Thomas & Edmond Murphy
Keyboardist: Cindy Dwyer

M



Worship Notes

Brick Presbyterian Church CCLI#1853779/Streaming#20110146
cover word press
The Nursery, in classroom #1, is available for young children.

[l This morning's chancel flowers are given to the
Glory of God by Craig & Patrice Law

: .
I e In memory of Tom Ashe.

[ = WS~ Our daughter in law, Shannon Ashe-Law'’s beloved father.
Chancel Flowers

Join Us Christmas Eve

Candlelight Worship Service
December 24 @ 7:00pm



CHRISTMAS SANCTUARY FLOWERS

Today is the last day to place Christmas flowers in memory of, or in honor of

loved ones. If this is something you would like to do, there are envelopes in the

pews. Please consider donating to beautify our church for Christmas. Thank you.

2l Jls.
All are welcome at the Christian Education meeting

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

—'| today at 11am in the FLC.
F

The Youth Group is having a Gift-Wrapping
Fundraiser today in the FLC. Bring your gifts and let

our volunteers wrap them beautifully for you!
$5 for 1-5 gifts and $10 for 5-10 gifts. Free will

donations are also accepted! All proceeds support our

youth group.

Christmas Gift Wrapping at Boscov’s
Boscov’s gift wrappers are still needed. Come and help us wrap
some gifts for donations at the Boscov's in Toms River on December
20" from 10-2. If you can’t stay the entire time, any time is
appreciated.




Care and Nurture List

Our deacons are dedicated to caring for our church family. We'd love to know of
any church members who might be homebound, sick, or simply in need of a visit.
If you know of someone who would benefit from being added to our care and
nurture list, please let any of the deacons know. We are committed to reaching out
and providing support and connection to those who need it most.

Prayers of Sympathy

Please hold the Alino Family, especially Anna, in your prayers as they mourn
the death of her father on December 10%.

Prayers of Healing

Gary Baker, Anne Chambers, Donovan & family,
Figueroa family, JoAnne Habenicht, Marlene Hirt, Kiernan Holster,
Bonnie Lutton, Greg Morrison, Penelopi’s Grandmother Chris,
Brooklyn Orlofsky, Kevin Nagy & Uncle George,

Rev. & Mrs. Seda, Kristen Thatcher,

Doug Tompkins, Michael Toth, Bob & Sue Towlen, Judy Willbergh

To donate online to BPC,
Please scan the QR code:



Monday, Dec 15

Tuesday, Dec 16

Wednesday, Dec 17

Thursday, Dec 18

Friday, Dec 19

Sunday, Dec 21

This Week in Our Church

Bells Rehearsal

Seated Strength & Stretch
Strength Club

Cub Scouts

Youth Group
Session Meeting

Food Pantry Open

Seated Strength & Stretch
Strength Club

Junior Praise Team Rehearsal
Praise Team Rehearsal

Boy Scouts

Choir Rehearsal
Pentecostal Church Bible Study

Girl Scouts (Lounge)

Sunday School
Worship
Pentecostal Church Worship

RECOVERY MEETINGS:

AA Meetings in Fellowship Hall

5:00PM
5:30PM
6:00PM
6:00PM

6:00 - 8:00PM
7:00PM

10:00AM - 2:00PM
5:30PM
6:00PM
6:30PM
7:00PM
7:00PM

7:00PM
7:30PM - 9:00PM

6:30PM

9:00AM
10:00AM
12:00 - 3:00PM

Daily - 7:00AM

Friday - 12PM, 8PM and Saturday - 7PM

NA Meeting in Fellowship Hall

Thursday - 6:30PM



Brick Presbyterian Church
111 Drum Point Road, Brick, NJ 08723 * 732-477-0676
BrickPresby.com * brick.presbyterian@verizon.net

Rev. Jack Cherry, Moderator of the Session; Michael Kraynick, Clerk Pro-tem
Michael Candeloro, Moderator of Deacons; Sabrina Nagy, Vice Moderator
Tracey Podolsky, Secretary

Session
Class of 2026
Katie Candeloro, Michael Kraynick, Lynn Mizer, Jean Reilly
Class of 2027
Brian Aldrich, Michael Auriemma, Missy Brino, Mark Ellis
Class of 2028
Sandra Alho, Diane Lehnes, Lynda Pullis, Christy Tompkins

Board of Deacons
Class of 2026
Sue Britton, Michael Candeloro, Joan Horan, Tim Towlen, Shawn Trautweiler
Class of 2027
Kevin Nagy, Sabrina Nagy, Tracey Podolsky, Wendy Schweis
Class of 2028
Elorm Banini, Lance Erikson, Elaine Salto, Sofia Thalheimer

Staff
Rev. Jack Cherry, Pastor
Cindy Dwyer, Pianist
Lauren Dyke, Christian Education Lead
Karen Ellis, Financial Secretary
Mike Kraynick, Treasurer

Patricia Loboda, Administrative Assistant

Bonnie Luton, Handbell Choir Director
Edmond Murphy, Director of Vocal Music

Christy Tompkins, Praise Team Leader

Rev. Doug Chase, Pastor Emeritus



